
April 2021 

A Message from the principal 

Dear Jefferson Families,  
 
I am hopeful that our students were rejuvenated from their spring break 
and are ready to complete their final quarter of the school year.  As a 
matter of fact, we have less than eight weeks of school left.  Please en-
courage your child to continue to work diligently for the next few weeks.   
 
Testing season is here!  Please be reminded of the following dates.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All testing is computer-based with the exception of  8th grade Science FCAT.  
Please ensure that your child has headphones or earbuds for the FSA Read-
ing test.  A white board will be located in the commons for students to 
check their specific testing times and locations for each test.  Finally, please 

ensure students are on time for school and try to minimize 
check outs – once a student starts a session they must 
complete it.  If you have any questions concerning specific 
testing dates, please contact Ms. Yates at 453-5154. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,      
Mrs. Meara Trine 

Important Events 

4/1   Spring Pictures 
4/1 Away Basketball Game vs 
 McNair, 5:45pm 
4/2   Student/Teacher Holiday 
4/5   Mandatory Cheer Parent 
 Information Night, 5:30pm 
4/6  Home Basketball Game vs.  
 Jackson, 5:45pm 
4/6 -  
4/7 FSA Writes Testing 
4/7 Report Cards Issued 
4/8   Home Basketball Game vs.  
  Kennedy, 5:45pm 
4/19 -  
4/22 Cheer Tryouts, 4:30pm  
4/26 Student/Teacher Holiday 
4/30 End of 4.5 Weeks 
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Help support those 

that support us 

A+ Thrift 

Affordable Pavers 

Brilliant Smiles  

East Coast Christian 

Family Vision 

Koch’s Irrigation 

Martinez Construction 

Merbitz Team at Keller Williams 

Realty  

Dr. Tanya Taival, DO 



Testing 
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Newspaper 

The Green and Gold is our student run newspaper and you can have it delivered straight to your phone! 
 

Text @c7afff  

to  81010  



PBIS—new way to help 

Please consider donating to the PBIS fund this month. As we are heading towards the end of the year, we 

would like to buy some bigger prizes for the kids saving up their sand dollars. Gift cards  and lunch are the 

top requests—but both of these require money in our account.  

We will put a PBIS drop box in the front office. Please deposit cash or checks there. Make checks out to 

Jefferson Middle School and put PBIS in the memo. Feel free to drop donations off any time during the day. 

Zooming with Authors 
 

On March 11. students from Ms. Rizek and Ms. 

Rice’s Critical Thinking classes along with Ms. Ma-

son had the chance to meet authors Taryn Soud-

ers and Jen Eldridge over Zoom. Students had 

previously read either Souders’ Coop Knows the 

Scoop  or Edridge’s Evangeline of the Bayou 

thanks to a grant from JPO. During the session, 

students and the author’s discussed the writing 

and publishing process.  
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Critical Thinking Learn Budgeting Skills  

 

Ms. Rice’s critical thinking class learned practical, real-life skills by playing a budgeting game. Over two 

weeks in March, students learned about money management: stocks, writing checks, budgets, invest-

ments, building credit, and mutual funds.  These are all skills that will help student become better citizens 

and successful adults.  



Jefferson Artists 

Featured work from Ms. Dusch’s art classes: Lucas Pollack and Aliegha Whitelty 
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Building Rovers in Reading 

Ms. Kolker’s reading classes and Ms. Rizek’s critical thinking class researched planets to see what challenges 
future explorers might face. After listening to a video about how scientists created the Mars mission and 
then built a rover that could complete that mission, students discussed how that was similar to the reading 
process. They then read an article about a different planet with the intent of creating a mission to explore 
there. After identifying problems with exploration and writing a paragraph presenting their solutions, stu-
dents had the opportunity to build their own landers using Legos, K’nex, Keva Planks or Minecraft.  



Tutoring 

 

 

In an effort to reach all students at Jefferson and 

provide them with the help they need, every teacher 

has set tutoring hours where kids can come in and 

receive help. Just find the teacher’s name on the 

chart and stop by their classroom on the day listed. 

In addition, we have started morning school were 

students can come in every morning and get help 

preparing for the reading and math FSA.  See the fly-

er later in this newsletter for more information. 

 

For e-learners, some teachers have dedicated e-

learning time or will be doing all tutoring via Zoom. If 

you are an e-learner and need help, but your teacher 

doesn’t have a Zoom link posted, email them and 

explain what you need help in. At Jefferson we are 

all here to help students succeed.  
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Updated Volunteer information 
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Updated Volunteer information Continued 
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